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Public Space - far from being taken for granted

Shared public places, especially outdoor environments such as parks, squares, yards and playgroun-
ds, have been given some great attention worldwide during the last decade. The increasing number
of new developments, regeneration projects, research studies and other publications show that
planners, investors, researchers and politicians have accepted public open space as a major focal
point of their work nearly all over the world. The reasons for such an expansion are numerous and
inseparably interrelated. The public space design is a demonstration of power and capability of a
certain municipality, an act of caring for the physical and mental health of the citizens as well as for
the creation of the favourable conditions for the economical development of a city.

There’s a story behind each and every master plan and a design proposal and each is set off by its
unique causes. The driving force behind the public open space management is based on the scien-
tific and empirical research findings dealing with the impact of climate change on the quality of
life, with the issues of the environmental protection, of the life expectancy prolongation, the public
health and the aspects of the personal development of individuals, groups, cities and countries. The
competition for the human and financial resources has therefore also reached the public realm of
open space.

Slovenia is still in the stage of the adjustment when it comes to the large-scale open space plan-
ning and design. The vast majority of public spaces in local settlements and towns originate from

a period, when the ‘public and collective’ was generally self-evident. The creation of new develo-
pments was understood as essential, as was their maintenance which was more or less successfully
performed. The 1990s brought some profound socio-economical changes, which generally reduced
the public welfare and transferred the focus from the ‘collective and public’ to the ‘individual and pri-
vate! The process of privatisation had poor effects on the public space. The framework of public open
space in Slovene cities is therefore more or less a result of past planning and management policies.

The apparent weakness at managing public places is a logical consequence of past practices, where
the collecting and confronting arguments in the process of planning and design of public space was
not even necessary. For instance, the last research on the aspects of the use of open space was carri-
ed out by the City of Ljubljana in 1972. Ever since the capital of Slovenia has not thoroughly studied

the way the citizens use public places and how much they are satisfied with the available ones.

The organising committee of the conference — with the help of a selection of speakers with various
backgrounds - aspires to raise the public awareness about the importance of the design and ma-
nagement of the public space and to highlight its manifold aspects. It seems like the time, in which
numerous Slovene cities begin to plan for new public open spaces, is the right to end the era, in whi-
ch the development of public spaces in random leftovers of the built-up areas was taken for granted.
As demonstrated by the conference proceedings, the role and the meaning of public space are
present in a wide range of options. We can confirm that successful places are a result of a sequence
of planning activities, starting from the analysis of the needs, spanning over the idea and a variety
of spatial solutions to finally result in the regeneration of the old or planned new developments. The
cost of supplies and labour, required for the management and maintenance of the vigorous public
places exceeds the sum of initial investment. The assessment, the analysis of needs, the good quality
maintenance, the revitalisation and the involvement of users into the planning process should there-
fore be treated as a vital part of the planning process.

This conference offers an opportunity to start a broad and inclusive debate about the public space
design;, the debate that we believe is essential to make a change in the everyday practice.



Urejanje javnega prostora - dale¢ od samoumevnega

Prostori skupnega, Se posebej odprti kot so parki, trgi, dvorisca in igris¢a, so v zadnjem
desetletju delezni neverjetne pozornosti. Stevilo novih ureditev in prenov, raziskav in publi-
kacij kaZe, da so nacrtovalci, investitorji, raziskovalci in politiki prakti¢no povsod po svetu
javni odprt prostor sprejeli med osrednje teme svojega delovanja. Razlogov za ta razcvet
je veliko in so med sabo nelocljivo povezani. Urejanje javnega prostora je hkrati dokazo-
vanje moci in sposobnosti, skrbi za fizicno in mentalno zdravje prebivalcev in ustvarjanje
pogojev za gospodarski razcvet kraja.

V ozadju vsakega od posameznih nacrtov in resitev je drugacna zgodba in poseben niz
razlogov. Pravo gibanje urejanja javnega prostora, ki smo mu prica pri resnicnih in navide-
znih potovanijih, pa je ukoreninjeno v vedno bolj prepricljivih, znanstvenih in empiricnih,
ugotovitvah raziskovalcev o povezavi kakovosti Zivljenja s klimatskimi spremembami,
varstvom okolja, daljSanjem Zivljenjske dobe, zdravjem prebivalstva z razvojno uspesno-
stjo posameznika, skupin, krajev in drzav. Tekma za ¢loveski in financni kapital se je med
drugim preselila tudi na javno odprto prizorisce.

V Sloveniji se velikopoteznemu urejanju javnega prostora Sele privajamo. Vecina javnih
odprtih prostorov je v nasih naseljih nastala v ¢asu, ki je skupno in javno obravnaval kot
bolj ali manj samoumevno. Ustvarjanje novih ureditev je bilo takrat tako kot tudi vzdrze-
vanje sprejeto kot potrebno in zato tudi bolj in manj uspesno izvajano. Matrica javnega
odprtega prostora v slovenskih naseljih je bolj ali manj posledica preteklega nacrtovanja
in urejanja. Druzbeno ekonomske spremembe so v devetdesetih stanjSale javno blagajno
in preusmerile pozornost od skupnega in javnega k posami¢nemu in zasebnemu. Ozave-
S¢anje lastnistva javnemu prostoru v preteklem desetletju Se ni posebej koristilo.

Nebogljenost pri upravljanju z javnimi ureditvami je zelo prakti¢na posledica nekdanje
prakse, ki predvsem ni zahtevala zbiranja in tekme argumentov za nove posege in resitve
v javnem odprtem prostoru. V Ljubljani na primer je bila zadnja raziskava o rabi odprtega
prostora izdelana leta 1972. Vse od takrat najvecje mesto v Sloveniji nikoli ni temeljito
proucilo, kako mes¢ani uporabljajo javni odprt prostor.

Namen organizatorjev mednarodne konference o urejanju javnega odprtega prostora je s
pomodjo predavateljev z razlicnimi ozadji zbuditi zanimanje za urejanje javnega prostora
iz kar najvec zornih kotov. Zdi se, da je Cas, v katerem vse vec slovenskih krajev zacenja
nacrtovati tudi nove ureditve javnih odprtih prostorov, zrel zato, da se prekine s prakso
samoumevnosti nacrtovanja. Kot lepo kaZejo v zborniku zbrani prispevki se dokazi o vlogi
in pomenu javnega prostora nizajo v velikem razponu in iz razlicnih vidikov pritrjujejo
nacrtovanju od ideje do resitve v prostoru, od vsakodnevnega utripa pa vse do trenutka, ki
klice po spremembah. Sredstva in delo, ki jih zahteva urejanje vitalnega javnega prostora,
dalec presegajo zacetno investicijo, zato je treba kot del urejanja predvideti tudi spremlja-
nje stanja, proucevanje potreb, dobro vzdrZevanje, nalrtovanje prenove in vkljucevanje
uporabnikov v iskanje resitev.

Maja Simdgeti, p dsednica DKAS
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